
I think that one of the reasons why I keep returning to Bali is the beauty of the 

Balinese gardens. The locals have a unique way of decorating their green spaces 

with plants and statues complementing each other…. It is something that I never 

tire to sketch and paint.



For reasons that I do not know, the hands of this Tukang Banten reminds me  

of my late mother, Zeng Ai…



Born in Kuala Terengganu, Malaysia in 1959, Chang Fee Ming is a self-taught artist 

who began his career in the early 1980s. Since then he has become one of Asia’s 

most highly regarded artists working in watercolour. His works are acclaimed, 

exhibited and collected throughout the world, and have appeared regularly at auction 

at Christie’s and Sotheby’s since 1995. Several books have been published about 

his work, including The World of Chang Fee Ming {1995}, The Visible Trail 

of Chang Fee Ming {2000}, Mekong {2004}, Mekong Exploring the Source 

{2008} and Imprinted Thoughts {2009} which was published in conjunction with 

his exhibition at Singapore Tyler Print Institute {STPI}. In 2010 he launched two 

publications: a book of travel sketches, Sketching Through Southeast Asia, and 

Visage, which features a new body of work that was inspired by his experience as 

Tsai Ming Liang’s guest observer during the shooting of the same title film Visage 

at Louvre Museum in 2008. For over 20 years, his subject has been the people and 

places of South East Asia, portrayed through an extraordinary grasp of texture and 

light, as well as vibrancy of colour and composition. His works are suffused with 

pathos as well as beauty. He is currently based in Kuala Terengganu, although he 

returns frequently to Bali, his second home. He spends much of his time travelling 

through Asia. In his own words: “To travel and see and paint is for me a way of 

learning, part of my life philosophy”.



Spa Village began, in 2002, as an idyllic 

spa on the tropical island of Pangkor Laut 

with a passion for introducing individual 

and authentic encounters that combine 

the therapeutic properties of natural local 

ingredients and age-old healing practices  

to the world. This flagship spa has 

blossomed into an international luxury 

spa brand, encompassing five Spa Villages 

across Malaysia and a luxury spa resort 

in Bali. Anchored in the principle of 

honouring the healing culture of the 

region in which each spa resides, Spa 

Village is more than just a place... it is  

a philosophy.

Spa Village Resort Tembok, Bali is YTL Hotels’ first luxury spa 

resort. As with its sister Spa Villages in Pangkor Laut, Cameron 

Highlands, Tanjong Jara, Malacca and Kuala Lumpur, every 

experience in the resort embodies the plot of paradise on which 

it is set. Hosting 31 rooms, the gentle spirituality of Bali and its 

rich culture infuses every encounter in the resort, and within its 

spa treatments the secret power of the elements is unveiled by 

healing lore as old as the land itself.



The anecdotes in this book were by Chang Fee Ming, recorded by Jarina Jani, edited 

by and, in the case of Tembok, Baling-Kang and The Tragic Tale of Jaya Prana and 

the Cempaka, written by Choong Chi-Ying and are the writer’s own interpretation of 

the stories of the origin of those places and the Tale of Jaya Prana and the Cempaka. 

Many people have contributed to the crafting of this travel journal and we would like 

to thank them all for their help and support.

Dato’ Mark Yeoh

Chik Lai Ping

Bapak Sugi Lanús

Bapak Gede Pastika

Imam Durahman

Bapak Kt. Suradnya

Jarina Jani

Spa Village Resort Tembok Bali 

Jalan Singaraja-Amlapura

No. 100 Desa Tembok

Tejakula Buleleng

Bali, Indonesia

Administration & Reservations

+603 2783 1000

travelcentre@ytlhotels.com.my

www.spavillage.com

We would also like to give a special thanks to the staff of Spa Village Resort Tembok, 

Bali for without their energy, support and enthusiasm, this book would not be what 

it is today.

To those whose contributions we have neglected to note here from sheer failure of 

memory, please accept our apologies.
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